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“… a differentiated classroom provides different 
avenues to acquiring content, to processing or 
making sense of ideas, and to developing 
products.” Ian Byrd 
 
Looking for a way to differentiate for enrichment 

students in your class, or even a plan for your whole 

class?  Take a look at MENUS! 

 

 

WHAT is a MENU? 

Coming in different shapes and sizes from Tic-Tac-Toe Boards to baseball themed choice 
boards, to actual restaurant looking menus, the Menu strategy empowers students through 
CHOICE while ensuring adherence to important LEARNING GOALS.  
 
 
PURPOSE: This format allows a teacher to provide alternative activities 
that address the differing abilities, interests and learning styles of students. 
 
 
ADVANTAGES of MENUS 
Spans all curricular areas 
Strengthens student engagement, focus and independence 

● Allows the teacher to monitor students’ choices and behaviors to 
learn more about their interests, abilities and learning styles  

● Promotes higher level thinking skills 
● Provides rigorous and challenging learning activities for highly able 

students  
● Allows the teacher to be a facilitator 

 
 
 
 



 

WHEN TO OFFER MENUS  
● Anchoring activity (defined by Carol Ann Tomlinson as, “meaningful work done 

individually and silently”) especially when children first begin a class or when they finish 
assigned work 

● Learning center 
● Follow-up activity 
● Culminating activity 
● Independent activity for fast finishers who have “nothing to do” 
● For students who have compacted or tested out of a unit 

 
 
HOW?  

There are many resources that explain how to create menus and evaluate your students. 
● How To Create and Use An Extension Menu 
● Choice Menus 
● Learning Menus: Giving Options and Choice 

 
 
WHERE TO GET IDEAS 

The most difficult aspect of creating extension menus is thinking of a variety of activities. 
Consider using: 

● Meaningful Menus for Creating Choice in Your Classroom 
● Choice Boards for Subject Areas 
● The Differentiator -  Ian Byrd’s on-line objective/assignment creator based on Bloom's 

Taxonomy, Kaplan and Gould's Depth and Complexity, and David Chung's product menu. 
Experiment to create differentiated objectives for students of all levels. Plus, it works great on an 
iPad! 

● Utilize depth and complexity and content imperative thinking tools. 
● Check out Bloom’s question stems to bump up the thinking even more! 
● Literature Circle Choices 
● Alternate Activity Menu for Grade 5 Math 

           Alternative Activities Menus for Grade 6 Math  
Laurie Westphal has written a series of Menu books for every subject.  

Each book contains reproducible menus based on the levels of Bloom's Revised taxonomy.  

http://daretodifferentiate.wikispaces.com/file/view/Extension+Menu+directions+9.1.04.pdf
http://curry.virginia.edu/uploads/resourceLibrary/nagc_choice_menus.pdf
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/independence-in-learning
http://www.monroe.kyschools.us/userfiles/905/Meaningful%20Choice%20Menu%20for%20Classroom.pdf
http://daretodifferentiate.wikispaces.com/Choice+Boards
http://byrdseed.com/differentiator/
http://www.amazon.com/Taxonomy-Learning-Teaching-Assessing-Educational/dp/080131903X
http://www.amazon.com/Taxonomy-Learning-Teaching-Assessing-Educational/dp/080131903X
http://www.jtayloreducation.com/shop/depth-complexity/jte-3-depth-and-complexity-icon-cards/
https://sites.google.com/site/davidnchung/presentationoptions
http://www.byrdseed.com/introducing-depth-and-complexity
http://www.byrdseed.com/differentiate-lessons-with-the-content-imperatives
https://drive.google.com/a/googleapps.wrdsb.ca/file/d/0B3Ijoktlc_c5MU5DN1oybGRpU1U/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/site/davidnchung/presentationoptions
https://casdsage.wikispaces.com/.../Alternate+Activity+Menus+for+Math+Grade+5.pdf
https://casdsage.wikispaces.com/file/view/Alternate+Activity+Menus+for+Math+Grade+6.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Laurie-E.-Westphal/e/B001JP2VE8
https://www.amazon.com/Laurie-E.-Westphal/e/B001JP2VE8


Extension menus require upfront work to build, but offer endless options for your students. 
Make them a part of your classroom culture and you’ll enable students to interact with content in 
meaningful ways. 

 Ponderings: This cartoon presents a frame of mind that many gifted kids share: if you have to 
work, you’re not smart. Use menus and provide your students with engaging activities that offer 
choice and challenge. 

 
What are you doing in your classroom to challenge and grow your students’ thinking? 
If you would like to work together to create a menu, please contact 
 
Cindy Carlson (Stratford Site)  
Jessica Leney (Seaforth Site)  
Resource Teachers of the Gifted 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
Novel Novemberings 

 
To tie in with Remembrance Day, why not explore how our brain works and why we remember 
some things more easily than others. From there connect to Remembrance Day – what we 
remember, why we remember, and how we remember.  
 
Lateral Thinking Puzzle 
I can bring tears to your eyes; yet make you smile  
I can reverse time and resurrect the dead  
I can form in an instant but last a lifetime. 
What am I? 
 
 
 

Hinkety Pinkety:      Recall the 11th month of the year 
 
Remember Mem Fox’s perennial favourite Wilfred Gordon McDonald 
Partridge?  Why not have your class create their own box of important 
memories. The students could use associative thinking to locate items that 
represent special memories.  The memories could be stored in a shoebox or 
be a digital collection. The point is to springboard into a discussion about 
WHAT we remember, WHY it is important to remember, and HOW we 
remember. 
 

 
Divergent Questioning: 
 

● The answer is “remember”. Write the question. 
● Brainstorm all the things we try to remember. 
● Brainstorm your happy memories and your sad memories. 
● What if… you could have all the power in the world; how would you use it? 
● How is a country like a family? 
● How is a soldier like a student? 
● How is social media like a weapon? 
● Is peace more like a river or an ocean? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUoJc0NPajQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVWbrNls-Kw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVWbrNls-Kw





